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Almost a year after the dev-
astating Tohoku earthquake 
and subsequent tsunami hit 
Japan, a panel of Rose-Hul-
man professors and visiting 
faculty from the University of 
Aizu came together to discuss 
the progress of the rebuilding 
process. The natural disaster, 
which claimed 15,850 lives 
and caused more than $250 
billion in damages, accord-
ing to panelist Dr. Jong Kim, 
hit the eastern coast of Japan 
on March 11th, 2011. Even 
though it was halfway across 
the world, this earthquake still 
greatly affected the Rose-Hul-
man community.
The University of Aizu, with 
whom Rose has a strong ex-
change and relationship, is 
located along the Fukushima 
prefecture, where the tsunami 
caused nuclear meltdowns and 
releases of radioactive materi-
als from the Fukushima Nucle-
ar Power Plant. The university 
itself was also affected, from 
sunken floors to some building 
damage amounting to almost 
$2 million. The panel, after Dr. 
Julia Williams 
took some time 
to introduce the 
subject, focused 
primarily the ef-
fects of the nucle-
ar disaster as well 
as on the rebuild-
ing process and 
the accommoda-
tion of interna-
tional students at 
the University of 
Aizu.
One of the pan-
elists, Dr. Patsy 
Brackin, focused 
specifically on the 
effects of the nuclear meltdown 
at the Fukushima Nuclear 
Power Plant, which is the larg-
est nuclear disaster in the past 
two decades. Brackin quoted 
from the Japan Atomic Indus-
trial Forum (JAIF), remarking 
that in December of 2011, they 
achieved ‘cold-shutdown’ of 
the three malfunctioning reac-
tors at the Fukushima plant, a 
major step for the clean-up of 
the breakdown. According to 
the JAIF, experts and workers 
hope to have removed all the 
contaminated debris within 10 
years and to have a total recov-
ery within 30 to 40 years.
According to the panel, the 
meltdown caused radiation 
damage to agriculture, rub-
bles, drinking water and sea 
water. As one student ques-
tion brought up, the effects of 
radiation still haunt the public 
perception of nuclear power. 
Dr. Scott Clark, who just re-
cently returned from a trip 
with a group of Rose students, 
remarked that problems with 
radiation damage, for exam-
ple, plague local farmers of 
the region to this day, as Japa-
nese people are hesitant to buy 
crops that may have radiation 
damage, even after they have 
been tested.
Dr. Brackin remarked that, 
according to the JAIF website, 
the Japanese government is 
looking to possibly phase out 
nuclear power, which pre-
sents problems of its own. 
According to a visiting faculty 
member from the University 
of Aizu, Tatsuki Kawaguchi, 
there are approximately 54 
nuclear power plants in Ja-
pan that supply approximately 
30% of the electricity to Japan. 
Alternatives, such as coal, ac-
cording to Dr. Clark, have 
their own positives and nega-
tives that need to be consid-
ered. In the meanwhile, Japan 
is taking steps to ensure that 
nuclear meltdowns are less 
likely in the future, including 
doing stress tests of their nu-
clear facilities in July for their 
own safety margins.
Kawaguchi, who works for 
the Center for Strategy of In-
ternational Programs at the 
University of Aizu, presented 
information about the steps 
University of Aizu has taken to 
rebuild after the natural dis-
aster. Tatsuki, who was on a 
plane back to Japan after vis-
iting Rose-Hulman at the time 
of the 9.0 magnitude earth-
quake, spoke about the univer-
sity’s commitment to rebuild 
the school and the community 
around them, as well as mak-
ing the international students 
studying at the school feel 
welcome. He remarked that 
about 90% of the internation-
al students at the university 
had been evacuated after the 
natural disaster, despite many 
of them just arriving for their 
5-month stay. Within 4 days of 
the tsunami and earthquake, 
despite problems with lost In-
ternet, the University of Aizu 
was able to confirm that 1295 
students, including 70 inter-
national students, and the 161 
staff members were all safe, 
though 3 staff members were 
injured and 59 homes were 
either partially of fully de-
stroyed.
Despite this exodus of the 
international students at the 
University of Aizu, the uni-
versity took careful steps to 
make the students feel wel-
come if they chose to return. 
They launched the ‘Disaster 
Recovery Information Office’ 
(DRIO), which was an up-to-
date website that included 
information about the earth-
quake, daily life at the uni-
versity, academic affairs, and 
safety information to keep the 
students well-informed. They 
even translated the website 
into different languages to 
reach out to the international 
students and keep them in-
formed. By May 9th, 2011, 68 
of the 70 international stu-
dents had returned to the uni-
versity to continue their stud-
ies.
The international students 
also participated in local com-
munity service during the sum-
mer, volunteering to clean-up 
debris. Tatsuki remarked that 
the team of students was “as-
tonished” to see the extent of 
the damage, where everything 
was washed-up or almost com-
pletely destroyed. In October, 
international students were 
included in a panel discus-
sion about the earthquake to 
continue the eduction and re-
building process and local stu-
dents were sent to elementary, 
junior, and high schools to co-
operate with the international 
students and talk about the 
damages.
Kawaguchi closed by in-
forming the audience of the 
symbol of the Aizu region of 
their university, which is the 
red cow, or ‘akabeko.’ He re-
marked that he hoped that its 
symbol and meaning, a per-
sistent and long-life, could 
be shared between the Rose 
and the University of Aizu, as 
we continue to talk and dis-
cuss the progress of Japan’s 
rebuilding here at Rose in the 
years to come.
Japan panel discusses rebuilding process
Jong Kim, Kevin Sutterer, Tatsuki Kawaguchi, Patsy Brackin, and Scott Clark sat in to discuss
the recovery and rebuilding process in Japan one year following the earthquake/tsunami disaster.
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A “chronicle” of new su-
perheros
Give deep-frying the old 
college try
Awakening students 
to the world of  politics? 
Read more on Opinions.
Fightin’ En-
gineer bas-
ketball makes 
history in the 
postseason.
Flaming ball slaps stu-
dents in the face.
Tatsuki Kawaguchi was on a plane back to Japan after
visiting Rose-Hulman when the disaster struck last year.
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News Briefs
Jason Latimer • copy editor
Colts release Peyton Manning
After 14 seasons of partnership, the Indianapolis Colts re-
leased quarterback Peyton Manning Thursday rather than pay-
ing his $28 million bonus. The 35-year-old quarterback suf-
fered a neck injury and underwent surgery last year, rendering 
him unavailable for the entirety of the 2011-2012 season. Man-
ning, who has achieved numerous awards and honors, includ-
ing four MVP awards and a Super Bowl title, turned the Colts 
around when they drafted him in 1998 and became an integral 
part of the team’s success over the last decade.
Manning said goodbye with teary eyes at a press conference 
Wednesday. “Nobody loves their job more than I do. Nobody 
loves playing quarterback more than I do,” he said. However, he 
is expected to receive several offers from the rest of the NFL.
Putin President once again
Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin, who served two 
terms as president from 2000-2008, won his third term Sun-
day with an ample 60 percent of the nation’s vote, despite dem-
onstrations and claims of voting fraud against the returning, 
tough-talking leader. Putin, a former KGB agent, stepped down 
in 2008 and put ally Dmitry Medvedev, who will now be taking 
Putin’s role as prime minister, in his place. The Russian Consti-
tution forbids more than two consecutive terms, but there is no 
limit to total terms. Protests from Putin’s opposition emerged 
the next day. Communist Party Leader Gennady Zyuganov, who 
won less than 20 percent of the vote and was Putin’s closest 
opponent, called the election “illegitimate, dishonest, and un-
transparent.” Putin, who has remained the country’s dominant 
leader, denied these accusations, his campaign chief saying that 
“this is the cleanest election in Russia’s entire history.” 
Romney widens lead on Super Tuesday
Former Massachusetts Governor Mitt Romney continues to 
lead the pack for the hunt for the Republican presidential can-
didacy after winning five states on Super Tuesday, the biggest 
day for state primaries in the election season. Following Rom-
ney are former Pennsylvania Senator Rick Santorum, who took 
three states Tuesday, and former Speaker of the House Newt 
Gingrich, who is hanging on after winning his home state of 
Georgia. Texan Representative Ron Paul did not win any states. 
Although he claimed victory Tuesday, Romney is still seemingly 
unable to unite Republicans. Despite his lead, he still does not 
have enough delegates to claim the nomination, and rivaling 
candidates aren’t backing down from the fight. 
Dean of Faculty selection nears decision
Kurtis Zimmerman • news editor
Three candidates have visited cam-
pus and made their own cases for the 
position, and now the administration 
is working toward filling the position 
of Dean of Faculty.
Over the past few months, Dr. Julia 
Ross of the University of Maryland in 
Baltimore County, Dr. Randy Wein-
stein of Villanova University, and 
Dr. Jacqueline El-Sayed of Ketter-
ing University each spoke to faculty, 
staff, and students on campus, and 
in particular to the search committee 
led by Dr. Mark Anklam.
“We worked with a search firm to 
identify candidates and solicit ap-
plications, and narrowed the pool of 
applicants down to the three who in-
terviewed on campus,” Anklam said 
of the careful search process that be-
gan long before candidates arrived in 
Terre Haute.
Previously, one person filled the ca-
pacities of both Vice President of Ac-
ademic Affairs and Dean of Faculty, 
but in an effort to isolate the respon-
sibilities of the two offices, Dr. Phillip 
Cornwell was appointed as VPAA this 
past summer. Dr. William Kline was 
named Interim Dean of Faculty while 
a search was conducted for a more 
permanent replacement.
Cornwell, a decorated member of 
the mechanical engineering faculty 
since 1989, stepped into the role 
looking to “enhance the qualities that 
make Rose-Hulman special.” He be-
lieves a similar quality is a must-have 
in all candidates for the Dean of Fac-
ulty position.
“It is very important that we hire 
the right individual who will help us 
preserve the key characteristics of 
Rose-Hulman, but also who has the 
ability to help us move 
into the future,” Corn-
well said, noting that 
the Dean of Faculty 
has a presence in many 
areas of the institute, 
having “a key role in 
the hiring of new fac-
ulty, promotion and 
tenure decisions, cur-
riculum development, 
and the general opera-
tion of the Institute.”
The VPAA and the 
Dean of Faculty will 
be charged with work-
ing together to carry 
out a plan for the aca-
demic future of Rose-
Hulman. Specifically, 
the Dean of Faculty is 
currently responsible 
for 165 faculty and 32 
staff.
Department heads, the Associate 
Dean of Faculty, the Registrar, and 
the Director of the Learning Center 
all report to the Dean of Faculty to 
communicate academic goals and 
foster an atmosphere of cross-collab-
oration in the process.
Included among the many respon-
sibilities of the position are hiring 
and development of faculty and aca-
demic staff; promotion, tenure, and 
retention evaluation; and developing 
and managing resources, including 
budget and personnel.
While the Dean of Faculty may not 
get much exposure to the student 
body, Anklam and Cornwell agree 
that the office is of supreme impor-
tance at an institute like Rose-Hul-
man where student-faculty interac-
tion is so highly valued.
“Students 
should be 
i n t e r e s t e d 
in who the 
Dean is be-
cause this 
i n d i v i d u a l 
will have an 
i m p o r t a n t 
role in pre-
serving our culture and supporting 
our mission,” Cornwell said, remark-
ing that the Dean of Faculty is a piv-
otal point of communication between 
the faculty and ad-
ministration.
Anklam recog-
nized that while 
students have very 
little contact with 
the Dean, they are 
affected by his/her 
decisions regard-
less.
“The Dean also 
controls much of 
the academic budg-
et and can play a 
role in funding and 
approving ideas 
and activities that 
affect students,” 
he said, specifical-
ly identifying the 
HERE program as 
a prime example.
At this time, no 
official offer has been extended to any 
of the candidates, but Cornwell said 
they look to have a decision made in 
the coming weeks.
Phillip Cornwell was selected as VPAA this past summer, and Bill Kline has 
been serving as Interim Dean of Faculty for the year.
www.rose-hulman.edu
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The hero genre reborn
Ashton Wagner• staff writer
When one thinks of great 
war movies, several quickly 
come to mind. “Platoon,” 
“Saving Private Ryan,” and 
“Apocalypse Now” all set 
the theatrical bar high. 
Now we have “Act of Val-
or,” which joins these ranks 
but in a much different 
fashion. The film actually 
started out when the Navy 
hired Mike McCoy and Scott 
Waugh to make a recruit-
ment movie. The two direc-
tors were so inspired by the 
men they met, they decided 
to turn the venture into a 
feature film. What sets “Act 
of Valor” apart is that real, 
active duty Navy SEALs 
were used in place of ac-
tors. While not on the scale 
of your typical big budget 
blockbuster, the action is 
incredibly realistic and well 
shot. With the real soldiers 
doing the acting, it’s pos-
sibly one of the most accu-
rate portrayals of combat 
churned out by Hollywood 
so far. What really sets this 
movie apart however is the 
emotional impact it leaves 
you with after it’s over. 
While the patriotism may be 
over the top for some, know-
ing that this 
is what true 
soldiers go 
t h r o u g h 
more than 
makes up for 
it. Remind-
ing yourself 
that this is 
more of a 
d o c u m e n -
tery than 
H o l l y w o o d 
movie more 
than makes 
up for any 
small short comings.
“Act of Valor,” while far 
inferior to most war mov-
ies in most ways, packs a big 
punch in the way that mat-
ters.
Review rating: 4 elephants
Honor, valor, 
and duty
Hobey Tam • staff writer
“Chronicle” is as much a com-
mentary on the ethics of pure, 
unlimited power as it is a por-
trayal of society’s unfortunate 
habit of shunning those that it 
deems as misfits. With this un-
derlying theme that plays out to 
a climactic ending, this picture 
tells the story of three teens rep-
resentative of the high school 
scene, the over achiever, the av-
erage/apathetic, and the misfit/
the no body. These teens’ paths 
intertwine when they acquire by 
chance a select set of abilities, 
abilities that bring them to the 
forefront of humankind in terms 
of power.
But with power come re-
sponsibilities, morals, and eth-
ics. Thus, the social commen-
tary aspect of the movie starts 
to creep through the plot and 
play out on the big screen. How 
does your environment or back-
ground that you were reared in 
affect what you deem is “right” 
or “moral?” If given seemingly 
limitless power, how would you 
wield it? It begs the age old ques-
tion of alignment (see Figure 
1). Given your context, would 
you wield unlimited power as 
a shield or sword? And accord-
ingly, what would you defend or 
attack, respectively?
“Chronicle” has fielded a 
young cast to execute the excel-
lent script that together convey 
authenticity in the sense that 
none of the dialogue or plot 
seems forced and is very relat-
able to the younger crowd. Cou-
pled with the entire movie being 
shot from a vlog-like vantage 
point, that is, a character is hold-
ing the camera at any given point 
in time, the audience really feels 
as if they are transplanted into 
the characters’ lives and it loses 
that fake, set-up, Hollywood set 
feel, yet another thing this pic-
ture does that its competitors do 
not execute.
“Chronicle” doesn’t have a 
definite genre as it is as much a 
thinking man’s movie as it is a 
thriller and action sequence. I 
would recommend it for almost 
any and all audiences or occa-
sions. Definitely worth a 5 dollar 
weekday matinee viewing with a 
group of friends or a date. A sol-
id movie in the midst of a qual-
ity movie recession as of late. 
Great plot. Great themes. Great 
ending that not only is climactic 
and offers closure but leaves the 
audience room to wonder and 
ponder.
Review rating: 4 elephants
”The action is incredibly re-
ably realistic.
wizards.com
1234 Wabash 
Avenue
(812) 
232-7272
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Kevin Weaver        
entertainment editor
If there is ever one big 
topic for debate, it’s the ex-
istence of free will, the abil-
ity and mindset that we can 
choose whatever we want to 
be, as long as we have the 
drive to do so. Others, how-
ever, say that there is no 
free will, that we are bound 
in a chain called fate, where 
our actions are determined 
before even we are aware 
of them. Why bring this up 
in a video game review? Be-
cause “Kingdoms of Amalur: 
Reckoning” focuses on it 
with a beautiful blend of 
gameplay and story integra-
tion that will challenge how 
you view the world.
You start off Reckon-
ing in the dark… of a mus-
ty cave filled with corpses 
and no memory of how you 
got there. Charming as al-
ways. You find out quickly 
that you are one of the only 
successes of a resurrection 
experiment, literally bring-
ing your soul back from the 
dead. However, there’s a 
snag. When you are brought 
back, you have the incred-
ible and unreal ability to 
not only defy your fate but 
also change the fate of those 
around you. Simply, your 
every action is an act of de-
fiance against the world.
The sell of “Reckoning” is 
not initially the story but the 
gameplay. Being given the 
basic three character trees 
of Might, Magic, or Finesse, 
you can build your character 
in any one, or combination 
of two or three trees. These 
trees are very well balanced, 
not giving one any signifi-
cant advantage but with 
benefits in each that work 
for any kind of class. The 
game is not without bugs 
though, as more than once 
my audio would cut out 
and begin again only after I 
killed every one in the room. 
Even afterwards, enemies 
would appear out of thin air 
nija style.
“Kingdoms of Amalur: 
Reckoning” is a great game 
with great ideas, let down 
only by constant bugs in the 
system. It’s worth a look, 
but not much more than 
that. 
Review rating: 4 elephants
Twist your fate
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Viktor Goben • staff writer
Cooking with an electric deep fryer is a bit of 
an adventure in learning what tastes good as 
it is, what needs breading, and what you just 
shouldn’t attempt to deep-fry.
Many of us have seen the deep-fried cookies 
and snacks at the average fair and considered do-
ing home deep-frying. Others have experienced 
deep-fried turkeys.
All in all, there is a lot that can be fried and 
fried well. Perhaps the easier options are the 
items which come pre-breaded. Frozen onion 
rings, fish, chicken, potato wedges, and more can 
be found prebreaded if you desire and most come 
with deep-fryer instructions. These are usually 
very easy to make in that one need only pull the 
food in question from the freezer and toss into 
the hot oil for a few minutes. And if it doesn’t 
come pre-breaded, no worries. Lots of simple 
breading recipes are available online and can be 
as simple as a little pancacke mix, an egg, and a 
little beer (the alcohol cooks off).
Vegetables are fairly easy to fry, but do usually 
need a slight coating, potatoes aside. Potatoes 
fry up most readily and make fine chips if sliced 
thin enough and salted up right after frying.
Premade doughs, like biscuits in a can, are 
also very easy to make with your average deep 
fryer, helping you get that set of rolls done in a 
few minutes rather than the half-hour needed to 
warm up your oven and properly bake them.
Additionally, almost anything can be stuffed 
into a wonton or eggroll wrapper and deep fried, 
as long as you seal them up nice and tight with 
minimal amounts of air inside. So deep-fried 
peanut butter or Nutella is a snap, and a great 
quick party dessert in either case.
Now, what sorts of oils you use to deep fry is 
completely up to you. Shortening (yes, it counts 
as a cooking oil) works great on just about any-
thing, but will only last you about two weeks if 
you use it a couple of times each week (excluding 
meat), assuming you keep the shortening in the 
fridge in between times. Peanut, vegetable, and 
olive oils tend to be considered a bit healthier 
than shortening, but are also a tad more expen-
sive, meaning you might not want to do as much 
deep frying.
Don’t have a deep-fryer? Most basic and small 
deep-fryers without all the fancy tops and but-
tons are fairly cheap to obtain and are usually 
designed to minimize splatter, though being sure 
to minimize any and all water that goes into the 
oil helps prevent unnecessary splatter.
Overall, deep frying can be done with just about 
anything, using your choice of batters and ingre-
dients. But remember, you will be cooking with 
HOT (~375 F) oil, so don’t deep fry just anything 
without considering if someone else has tried it 
first. After all, we’re not having a “Will it deep-
fry?” competition. Not yet anyway.
Adventures with a deep-fryer
This pristine fryer awaits
adventure with a brave chef.
http://seabirdadventure.com
Decades later
Katrina Brandenburg
living editor
Following graduation from 
Rose-Hulman, alumni go on 
to pursue careers in various 
fields and to live in different 
locations across the nation 
and around the globe. A re-
cent interview with one Rose-
Hulman alumnus revealed a 
little about where his degree 
has taken him and his lifestyle 
now.
David Wildemann graduat-
ed from Rose-Hulman in 1984 
with a Bachelor of Science in 
mechanical engineering. He 
also had a minor in German, 
which he unfortunately has 
not been able to use in his ca-
reer. He stated, however, that 
studying German in college 
“did contribute to a lifelong 
interest in German language, 
culture, and history.” 
Today he works for Cum-
mins, Inc. in a traditional en-
gineering role as an engineer-
ing manager. The group with 
which he works “is responsi-
ble for the design, develop-
ment, and release of compo-
nents for the ISB engine in the 
Dodge Ram pick-up.” He lives 
and works in the “small, Mid-
western” town of Columbus, 
Indiana, where the headquar-
ters of Cummins, a Fortune 
500 company, resides. Wilde-
mann describes the town as 
“a unique and great place to 
live.”
Outside of work, his main 
interest is his family. Wilde-
mann has three daughters, 
and he enjoys watching them 
participate in their many 
sports. Otherwise, he pursues 
woodworking and hiking.
David Wildemann did also 
have some advice for current 
students. “Communication 
and leadership skills are as 
important as technical skills. 
Most engineers will have 
project leadership responsi-
bilities that include defining 
and communicating project 
requirements, schedules, and 
results. As a project leader, 
you will need to communi-
cate how your work will bene-
fit the company,” he said. “As 
a student, seek out and take 
advantage of opportunities to 
practice your leadership and 
communication skills.”
Interested In PhotograPhy? Want to be 
Part of the neWsPaPer? become a Photogra-
Pher for the thorn. emaIl reamesjl@rose-
hulman.edu”The town is a unique and great place to live
”Today he works as an engineering man-ager for Cummins
”Communication and leadership skills are as important as technical skills. 
Most engineers 
will have project 
leaderhsip respon-
sibilities
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Corey Taylor • faculty writer
It’s a good thing that I like to 
drive, because I do a lot of it.
“A lot” means “nearly 70,000 
miles,” according to my Ac-
cord’s odometer, since Antonia 
and I moved to Terre Haute 
over four and a half years ago. 
Counting the trips in Antonia’s 
Elantra, I’d estimate that we’ve 
covered about 120,000 miles 
in that time. Our initial move 
out here after graduate school 
was, in a word, epic, and we’ve 
kept up the pace. Jack Kerouac 
might have been impressed 
with the miles and the time 
we’ve spent on the road.
We haven’t accumulated those 
miles just by running errands 
around town, although we do 
so often. Neither of us have long 
work-related commutes. We’ve 
spent days in Indianapolis and 
Bloomington, and a few week-
ends in Chicago. But the majority 
of our traveling happens during 
the winter and the summer—our 
road-warrior seasons.
Our families and most of our 
non-Terre Haute friends live 
on the East Coast — New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, the D. 
C. Metro Area, North Carolina, 
South Carolina — and we make 
it back east two or three times a 
year. These road trips, our East 
Coast Tours, have resulted in our 
disproportionally high mileage 
total. And while Terre Haute is a 
good place to live — really, it is — 
Antonia and I love to be out east. 
We usually split time between 
New York and North Carolina in 
the winter, sometimes spending 
a little longer down south during 
the summer.
The Taylor East Coast Tour, 
winter edition, is an endurance 
road test. (The summer edition 
of our tour is less compact.) If 
you drew our route on a map, 
you would have a triangle with 
roughly equidistant sides. We 
lose three days of our sixteen-day 
winter break to travel, usually 
covering one side of the triangle 
in a day. The round-trip mile-
age for our last visit, including 
the side trips we took after ar-
riving at each destination, was 
approximately 2,500 miles. 
We’ve done this every year 
since coming to Indiana.
Rose-Hulman people who 
hail from central or upstate New 
York — and there are surprising 
number of them — know how 
long the drive can be, especially 
through Ohio and especially if 
it’s snowing. Once you get close 
to Cleveland on Interstate 71, the 
likelihood of snow increases. In-
terstate 90 skirts the shore of 
Lake Erie for about two and a 
half hours, from east of Cleve-
land to Buffalo, New York. In 
2008, I drove through a bliz-
zard along that stretch.
Despite the stress and incon-
venience of driving in blizzard, 
it’s almost to be expected in that 
part of the country at that time 
of year. Not that a foot of wind-
blown, lake effect snow is any-
one’s idea of vacation weather, 
but it wouldn’t be abnormal for 
that to happen. What was ab-
normal, though, was how this 
past December I could see for 
miles across Lake Erie, which 
is so massive that it looks like 
an inland sea. I had never seen 
that much of the lake from the 
road in the winter — it’s usually 
cloudy or snowing during that 
part of the drive, but this time 
the lake’s blue surface matched 
the cloudless sky. The sunlight 
was warm and brilliant. Bril-
liant, but abnormal.
When I gassed up the car, tak-
ing in the view of Lake Erie near 
the Pennsylvania-New York bor-
der, I didn’t need my coat. My 
teeth should have been chatter-
ing. My hands should have been 
numb. A week later, on the road 
to North Carolina, there was 
snow in Virginia and none in New 
York. I can remember wearing 
my winter gear only three times 
over the break. This will sound 
strange, but I felt disappointed 
that I didn’t do any winter driv-
ing. Clear roads are wonderful, 
but there wasn’t even any snow 
on the ground. More than that, I 
felt a twinge of something larger 
being amiss, as if some natural 
order was disrupted.
Winter driving? What winter? 
There needs to be snow in the 
winter, not fifty and sixty-degree 
weather like we’ve been having. 
Even now, there are still over two 
weeks of “winter” left, and I can 
probably put away my sweaters 
for another eight months.
I was happy that there 
wasn’t a blizzard this past 
year during our drive east, but 
I wouldn’t have been opposed 
to some snow. You know, 
since it was winter and all. 
The other side of the desk
The winter that never was
During the recent elections 
for SGA President, there was 
a significant amount of dis-
cussion regarding the short-
comings of SGA as an or-
ganization. While there were 
significant disagreements 
amongst the candidates, all 
agreed that one of the main 
problems SGA faced was ap-
athy on the part of the SGA 
senators. All of the candi-
dates agreed that the senators 
weren’t doing their jobs and 
that SGA would be a far better 
organization if the senators 
weren’t as apathetic. With all 
due respect to the candidates, 
I feel that senatorial apathy is 
a symptom of a larger prob-
lem. To explain this problem, 
it is necessary that I describe 
the proceedings of the aver-
age SGA meeting that I at-
tended as a senator.
Most General Assembly 
(GA) meetings proceeded in 
the following fashion: call roll, 
listen to one or two clubs re-
quest budgets, discuss some 
school spirit activities, give 
each member a chance to 
speak (outside of the occasion-
al “SharePoint Sucks,” nothing 
was ever said), and dismiss. 
No serious business was ever 
brought to the table, nor was 
it ever indicated that serious 
business should be brought to 
SGA. As a result, most sena-
tors were disinterested and/or 
absent. The presidential can-
didates argued that senators 
failed to bring serious busi-
ness before the GA because 
the senators were untrained 
or lazy; I believe that the fail-
ure of the senators indicates a 
more serious problem with the 
SGA as a whole.
The SGA constitution is large-
ly a process based document 
that explains the powers of each 
branch of the government. What 
little principle exists is located in 
the preamble, where it is stated 
that “The Student Government 
Association is an organization 
that helps provide Rose-Hulman 
students with opportunities to be 
involved on campus and help in 
meaningful ways via leadership, 
club sponsoring, and the ability 
to make valuable changes to the 
Rose community.” At no later 
point is it stated how the SGA 
helps make valuable changes to 
the Rose community, or what its 
powers are vis-à-vis the adminis-
tration, which would presumably 
be the organization that would 
enact the most important of these 
changes. Because the SGA is by 
design a self-interested, process 
-based organization, the student 
body at large does not see the 
SGA as an organization that is ca-
pable of enacting any change. As 
a result, senators aren’t given any 
issues to bring before SGA, and 
the GA is largely silent.
The GA’s problem is not one of 
senatorial apathy, but of purpose. 
What does the GA do? What can 
the SGA do to address student 
problems? What powers does 
the GA have? After nearly a year 
of meetings, I saw no purpose to 
the GA other than to waste a half-
hour of my time. If the purpose of 
the GA is to serve as a sounding 
board for student opinions, then 
it should have some power to ad-
dress the issues brought before it. 
It is unclear to me, and to many 
others, what the GA does and 
how it serves as an intermediary 
between the students and the ad-
ministration. I don’t know how 
to solve these problems, because 
that would require understand-
ing of the principles the SGA is 
built on, rather than an explana-
tion of what the SGA is supposed 
to do. Outside of changing the 
constitution, I don’t see how the 
purpose of the SGA as a whole, 
and of the GA in particular, can 
be explained in a way that is un-
derstood by the student body.
If these problems are not ad-
dressed, then I see no reason why 
the SGA will operate in a different 
way than it has in the past. Only 
a change in the foundation of the 
SGA can solve the problems that 
exist. My apologies to the per-
petually overworked SGA ad-
ministration, but the ball is in 
your court. Change the system, 
or you will be remembered 
only as another group of lead-
ers that failed to fix the SGA.
Thomas Dykes
Class of 2013
Let’s get political
Alec Manke • guest writer
Last quarter, Dr. Watt taught a 
class titled “Presidential Election 
Rhetoric.” Students participated 
in a mock election, gave presen-
tations on the candidates and 
issues, and kept up a blog about 
current events. In a short 10 
weeks, I was able to take the time 
to look outside the Rose bubble 
and see the importance of being 
politically informed and active. 
These lessons, such as writing 
to representatives and following 
the campaign, will be more im-
portant than lessons on memos 
or saving the environment, as it 
is useless to write to a politician 
who won’t listen to your way of 
saving the environment. This 
class allowed students to under-
stand the issues and candidates 
so that they could understand the 
way the candidates were spin-
ning topics to sound the best. I 
propose that this sort of class is 
taught more often so those who 
choose to can further round out 
themselves while progressing in 
school. The class has several 
strengths, including provid-
ing accountability, allowing 
to be taught more often, and 
covering the issues.
One problem with following 
politics is accountability. If the 
average person doesn’t pay at-
tention to Washington, the ef-
fects won’t be immediately felt. 
This class makes following the 
campaign a part of something 
all Rose students care about: 
their grades. Students in this 
class would have to follow the 
campaign, and in the case of 
non-election years, their rep-
resentatives, and discuss it in 
order to earn their grade. It 
would also allow students a 
chance to sharpen each other 
on issues that may not come 
up in casual conversation.
Currently, this class is taught 
every 4 years when the primary 
or general presidential election 
comes up. For the ambitious 
Rose student, that is a small win-
dow in which to take this class. 
One way to tailor it to off-years 
is to focus on legislative cam-
paigns, local campaigns, or even 
the activity of the representatives. 
During the last occurrence of the 
class, the SOPA/PIPA blackout 
happened and brought attention 
to the fact that, while the presi-
dential election is a big deal, there 
are other people influencing our 
lives as Americans. In response to 
the blackouts, I took the time to 
write to my representative and 
senators to voice my opinion and 
to see what would happen. I got 
two (out of three) replies. An ex-
ercise like this would be useful 
in this class to not only to review 
how our republic works, but learn 
how to do this in the digital age.
There are a number of issues 
that come up that the govern-
ment addresses. The class han-
dled this by requiring the stu-
dents to present on both sides 
of each one. Through this pro-
cess, they learned about each 
topic on a basic level and one 
topic on a deeper level. There 
were also mock presidential 
debates that helped flesh out 
the issues. These ways of pre-
senting the issues help distill 
them down to consumable por-
tions. A more frequently taught 
version of the class would al-
low more students to be awak-
ened to the world of politics 
while getting some credit for 
it, which in turn, would make 
them a more active citizen. 
Lake Erie is brilliant and broad, yet eerily abnormal.
http://fineartamerica.com
No matter what side you’re on, it’s worth being involved
http://bp.blogspot.com
 Letters
to the editor
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Kurtis Zimmerman • news editor
48 hours. 125 minutes of play. 
3 hard-fought wins. 
The Fightin’ Engineers entered 
the HCAC Tournament with 
a No. 3 seed and something of 
a chip on their shoulder. With 
losses to Defiance College and 
Transylvania University in recent 
memory, the men’s basketball 
team knew they had a tough road 
ahead of them if they wanted to 
pick up their first HCAC Tourna-
ment title.
Starting the postseason tour-
nament against Defiance College, 
the Engineers earned a spot in 
the semifinals with a 76 – 67 win 
against a team led by one of the 
conference’s top scorers. Logan 
Wolfrum, the HCAC’s second-
leading scorer, had put up 20+ 
point games against the Engi-
neers in both its regular season 
meetings; Rose-Hulman surged 
ahead with a scoring spurt to 
start the second half, and they 
topped the Yellow Jackets to earn 
another shot at the Hanover Col-
lege Panthers.
The Engineers bested the Pan-
thers a week prior on Senior Day, 
but Hanover had a win of their 
own against Rose-Hulman early 
on in the season. Though the 
Engineers shot just 35% from 
the field, consistent free throws 
shooting would earn Rose-Hul-
man the 59 – 56 victory over 
Hanover. 
Coming as no surprise, Tran-
sylvania University advanced to 
the final game with a win against 
Anderson University on their 
home court, and Rose-Hulman 
would face their third game in 
48 hours, against the No. 16 Pio-
neers no less.
Rose-Hulman jumped out to a 
six point lead six minutes into the 
game, but Transylvania would 
rely on strong shooting from 
Barrett Meyer to secure a 37 – 29 
lead at halftime. But the Engi-
neers were far from surrendering 
the automatic berth in the NCAA 
Tournament.
The Fightin’ Engineers came 
out of the locker room ready to 
earn the tournament title, scor-
ing 16 points in just over three 
minutes to turn over the Tran-
sylvania lead. Sophomore Julian 
Strickland sank a career-high 30 
points to lead the offensive effort, 
and junior Jon Gerken added a 
season-high 17 points.
The Engineer lead never ex-
ceeded four points in the second 
half, and the Pioneers were able 
to chip away at the lead to tie the 
game at 71 points each with five 
seconds remaining. A missed 
jumper from the Pioneers at the 
buzzer would force the game into 
a thrilling overtime finish.
Transylvania took a two-point 
lead halfway through the ex-
tra period, but Strickland and 
Weatherford scored to put the 
Engineers back on top by two. 
Sophomore Jordy Martin sank 
a free throw to make the lead 
three, and Transylvania’s Bran-
don Rash missed a last-second 
three-pointer, securing the 76 – 
73 win for the Fightin’ Engineers, 
giving them the automatic bid 
in the NCAA Tournament, their 
first appearance since 1999.
Strickland was named Most 
Valuable Player for the tourna-
ment, and Weatherford joined 
him on the all-tournament team 
after a strong weekend effort.
This season also marked the 
first 20-win season for the men’s 
basketball team since 1999 and 
just the fourth in school his-
tory.
When the bracket was released, 
the Fightin’ Engineers were des-
tined for St. Louis, Missouri for 
a matchup against North Cen-
tral College in the first round of 
the tournament. Unfortunately, 
the Engineers could not earn the 
team’s sixth straight win, falling 
74 – 71 to end the season.
The monumental season was 
defined by hot shooting and even 
tougher defense from the entire 
team. The Engineers finished 
second in Division III men’s 
basketball, allowing less than 
56 points per game. Coach Jim 
Shaw agreed it was their hard 
work on defense that made the 
wins possible.
“My personal philosophy is 
that being solid defensively keeps 
you in games on the road and 
games when you aren’t shoot-
ing well or it takes a while to find 
what works offensively,” Shaw 
commented. He added that it 
was the team’s toughness that 
fueled their will to win.
“Playing at such a high level for 
125 minutes in less than 48 hours 
was a testament to our guys’ 
competitiveness and toughness. 
Grinding out that tournament 
championship in the manner in 
which we did could not be done 
without a certain amount of 
toughness.”
While the roster remained 
pretty constant from last season 
to this year, but this season’s ros-
ter includes four seniors, mean-
ing changes will have to be made 
to stay in contention next sea-
son.
“We lose seniors who contrib-
uted a lot, both on and off the 
court, in their four years of play-
ing. The team has to compensate 
for the things they did for us, 
but I think we have the people 
to do that and hopefully even 
more,” Shaw said, adding that 
Strickland “was the best player 
in the conference, and probably 
beyond, the last few weeks of 
the year. Hopefully, he begins to 
realize how good he can be and 
uses that momentum for great 
junior and senior years.”
Shaw was all smiles when the 
Fightin’ Engineers cut down the 
net on the Pioneers’ court, but 
he is looking ahead to next year, 
remarking that their inside game 
would be a key focus in the time 
until next season begins.
“Our recent experiences have 
only whetted our appetite for the 
future. I think that the players are 
excited about the prospect of im-
proving and having an even bet-
ter year next year.”
‘Toughness’ leads Engineers to 
HCAC Tournament title 
Engineers win three straight to earn a ticket to the Big Dance 
The Rose-Hulman men’s basketball team celebrate their first 
Heartland Collegiate Athletic Conference Tournament title.
Rose-Hulman Athletics
Kurtis Zimmerman • news editor
Their regular season was far 
from ideal, but the Lady Engi-
neers wiggled their way into the 
HCAC Tournament. Tough de-
fense led the women to the pro-
gram’s first postseason win with a 
48 – 37 victory over Manchester 
College in the first round.
The women’s basketball team 
struggled to find their rhythm 
throughout most of the season, 
but they picked up a key pair of 
wins against No. 12 Franklin Col-
lege and a dominating victory 
against Defiance College to thrust 
them into contention for a con-
ference tournament bid. Though 
they fell to Earlham College and 
Hanover College in the last week 
of the regular season, the Lady 
Engineers  managed to grab the 
No. 6 seed in the HCAC tourna-
ment.
In their stunning 60 – 33 vic-
tory against Defiance College, 
senior Alisa Dickerson claimed 
a spot atop the career assists list, 
with 322 total assists in her four 
years with Rose-Hulman. 
Freshman Sheree Williams 
made her presence known with 
13 points, and she showed up 
big in the opening round of the 
HCAC Tournament.
The Lady Engineers travelled 
to Franklin College to take on 
the Manchester Lady Spartans in 
the first round of postseason play 
following finals week. They held 
the Spartans to just 21% from 
the field for the game to grab a 
48 – 37 win and advance to the 
second round of play, where they 
would face off against Hanover 
College.
Dickerson and Williams both 
had 16 points to finish the game, 
and Dickerson grabbed 12 re-
bounds for her 26th career dou-
ble-double.
The Lady Panthers dominated 
Senior Day with an 83 – 57 win in 
Hulbert Arena exactly one week 
prior to the semifinal matchup 
against the Lady Engineers, and 
unfortunately they handled the 
ladies in similar fashion. Rose-
Hulman was knocked out of the 
tournament with a 47 – 85 loss, 
and Franklin went on to win the 
championship game against the 
Panthers.
Dickerson finished her ca-
reer as the all-time leader in as-
sists and free throws, and her 18 
points in the semifinal game gave 
her 1,417 career points, making 
her second in school history. She 
also set a school record with 500 
points this season; Dickerson is 
the first Lady Engineer to accom-
plish that feat.
For their efforts on the season, 
Dickerson was named first-team 
all-HCAC, and Williams was 
named to the all-freshman team. 
Sophomore Kelsey Ploof earned 
a spot on the league’s all-sports-
manship team.
The Lady Engineers finished 
the season 9 – 18 and were sixth 
in the league at 6 – 12.
Lady Engineers make 
history in HCAC Tournament 
Matt Dierksmeier • sports editor
Leaving behind the dreary 
winter of Indiana for the sun-
shine of Florida, the Rose-
Hulman baseball and softball 
teams traveled away over the 
academic break to kick-off 
their seasons. The baseball 
team ended their trip to Florida 
with a 5-3 record, highlighted 
by earning their 1,000th win in 
program history and enduring 
a 15 inning game. Rose-Hul-
man sophomore center fielder 
Hank Akard was named to the 
inaugural d3baseball.com Na-
tional Team of the Week for 
his performance in Florida. 
For the trip, Akard hit .586 
and threw for five-innings in 
the 15-inning loss versus Lo-
ras College. He also recorded 
a trio of four-hit games over 
the course of the trip. The next 
action for the Rose-Hulman 
baseball squad will be against 
Westminster College this Sun-
day and Monday. Both games 
take place at Rose-Hulman’s Art 
Nehf Field. Play on Sunday will 
begin at 2 pm; the Monday game 
starts at 5:30 pm.
 The Rose-Hulman softball 
team ended their spring trip 
2-6 overall. Leading the way for 
the softball squad, junior Bri-
anne Widmoyer pitched a pair 
of victorious complete games in 
as many days. Over the course 
of the trip, Widmoyer went on 
to toss four complete games in 
her four starts. Widmoyer was 
named HCAC Pitcher of the 
Week for her efforts. A player 
from Rose-Hulman also cap-
tured the HCAC Hitter of the 
Week award. That player, fresh-
man Jessica Ahlborn, finished 
the week with two runs, two 
doubles, and four RBI. The 
Rose-Hulman softball squad will 
travel to Danville, Kentucky, to 
take part in the Centre College 
Invitational this Saturday and 
Sunday.
Baseball, softball 
commence play
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This week’s issue of the Thorn is brought to you by International Women’s Day. It goes without saying that the Thorn publication couldn’t get done without the incessant nagging and intrusively inquisitive nature of the female sex. In your honor we will celebrate late into the night: 
baking goods, chatting, and knitting until our fingers are numb. A tip of our collective hats to you, ladies. We hope you have a wonderful International Women’s Day. In the words of Sarah Jessica Parker from “Sex in the City” “Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah shoes!”
Wacky prof quotes
“Would you like some 
candy, little children?” 
—Dr. Artigue. Finally, a 
teacher who understands 
the real trick to luring 
students into class.
“It’s a floppy molecule, 
flopping around.”
—Dr. Weatherman. On 
the chemical make-up 
of superballs, jello, and 
Flubber.
“Most cookies are actu-
ally thermoformed!”
–Dr. White. The sanc-
tity of cookies has been 
tainted by engineering. 
What more do I have to 
live for, now?
“Bigger is better. I have 
never felt so dirty in my 
whole life.”
–Dr. Holder. He’s 
bringing sexy back to 
mathematics.
“You should make 
friends with your opera-
tors. They’ll either make 
you or break you...or they 
will do something else to 
you.”
–Dr. Artigue. It turns 
out that the secret to do-
ing math well is getting 
cliquey with the plus, mi-
nus, and multiplication 
signs. But not division. 
We don’t like division.
Rose professors say 
crazy things. E-mail 
them to the Flipside 
at thorn-flipside@
rose-hulman.edu
Top “10” Ten
Spring quarter classes for seniors that should’ve been
Thorn Staff
10. RH110 Intro to Four Letter Words: Because Scrabble 
already comes with a list of two and three letter words.
9. EP420 Memes: Students will perform an in-depth study 
on the history of Memes, including the original Memes and their 
creators. The last several weeks of the course will teach students 
how to appropriately design their own Meme such that people 
will actually laugh when they see it.
8. PLSK100 Practical Life Skills: Students will be up-
dated with the current events around the world that they likely 
missed during their tenure at Rose-Hulman. Over the course of 
the quarter, students will gradually be reintegrated into the life-
styles and thought processes of what one might consider a “nor-
mal human being.”
7. PH501 ElectroMagicism: Students will explore the fun-
damental concepts of physics. Lessons will cover material begin-
ning with the creation of quantum mechanics and electromag-
netism by the Wizards Gandalf the Grey and Dumbledore and 
extend up until Modern Magic and Other Made Up Things.
6. MA001 Addition and Subtraction: An exploration into 
the most fundamental (and sometimes confounding) concepts 
in Mathematics. **Cross listed with SV999 Accounting
5. RH∞ Reddit as Literature: Stealing the best parts of 
/b/then allowing “genuinely funny” people to take them for 
“original” Facebook posts.
4. CE123 SwordInStone Design: Students will learn how 
to design basic forts using rocks. The final will consist of a last-
fort-standing battle, where students will defend their castles 
with mock sword fights.
3. RH333 Awards Communications: During a reflection 
on their Rose-Hulman experiences, students will recount their 
best stories and gratuitously congratulate each other on how 
great they are. Major grade components will consist of pizza eat-
ing competitions and a competition for who speaks with the best 
foreign accent.
2. SV495 Plaid Jacket Economics: Seniors will have an 
opportunity to perform some minor calculations and wildly 
speculate on how many years it will take to earn them a plaid 
jacket.
1. SV101 Cooking with Real Food: For all those meals 
that can’t consist of ramen, pizza, or First Wok, students need 
to learn the basic skills for cooking food for real people. Covered 
concepts include: keeping good health, drinking water, and veg-
etables.
Experts insist the that the “Sun,” although bright and threatening, 
is of no danger to students.
http://nasa.gov
Mysterious “Sun” appears 
It’s super effective
Sean Gorsky •                       
Students were awestruck Tuesday with the ap-
pearance of what scientists and meteorologists are 
calling the “Sun.” Experts are saying the big flaming 
ball in the sky makes an appearance on most days, 
but it has recently become much more noticeable 
with the change in weather.
Some students fearfully flocked indoors as the 
Sun came up as they noticed the Sun having strange 
effects on their health. Pastel White, a sophomore, 
said, “This ‘Sun’ showered us with some sort of 
strange light. At first it felt good, but after a few 
hours I started to feel warm and my skin started 
turning some sort of strange bronze color. I was 
freakin’ out!” Another student, Junior Albin O’Kidd 
tweeted “Stoopid ‘Sun’ is dstrying everything I luv 
in da world #Wow4Life #GlareIsRuiningLoL.”
One anonymous professor, when asked if he was 
concerned about the Sun’s appearance said, “Way 
back when I was a student, I had to walk ten miles 
with bare feet, uphill both ways, in a Sun twice as 
bright as this. Kids these days…”
Scientists and health experts insist that the Sun, 
although unusual, does not post any immediate 
threat to students’ health. Several side effects have 
been observed, but due to their dubious nature and 
effect on health, experts are suggesting students 
stay out of the Sun as much as possible: these ef-
fects include strange 
changes in skin tone, 
dramatic increases 
in physical activity, 
and contortion of 
the face that forces 
the lips into a “U” 
shape.
Some entrepre-
neurial students 
are trying to turn a 
profit with the help 
of the Sun. One sen-
ior, Bianca Weiss, 
was seen selling a 
strange cream that 
she claimed would 
keep the Sun from 
changing skin tone. 
“Just rub it all over 
your skin every morn-
ing and you’ll keep 
your pale skin. Don’t mind the smell; that’s how you 
know it’s working.” Although it is too early to tell if 
the cream actually helps, many students have been 
seen covered in it in hopes of avoiding the Sun’s ef-
fects.
Until any evidence is brought forth to sug-
gest change, classes will continue as usual, and 
students should plan for no drastic changes in 
their schedules. Any new information regarding 
health risks that comes to light will be addressed 
immediately and appropriately for the safety of 
the students. 
flipside editor
This quarter the Flipside will 
be rewarding one student with 
a $25 Visa gift card for their 
delivery of a spectacular and 
hilarious professor quote. To 
our dismay, bare-knuckle cage 
fights were dismissed as “too 
edgy” for our refined student 
body; in its place, we will hold 
a raffle to determine the win-
ner. Here’s how the competi-
tion will work...
Announcing: wacky prof quote 
raffle competition
1. Next time your professor says something funny, wacky, or weird, send an email to 
thorn-flipside@rose-hulman.edu with the quote and professor’s name.
2. If the quote makes it onto the flipside (it may take two weeks), a ticket with your name will 
be entered into the raffle. For each quote you get onto the page, you will receive a ticket into 
the raffle. If there are multiple submissions for a quote, each submitter will receive a 
ticket.
3. Each submitter, regardless of whether the quote gets on the page, will also receive one 
positive thought on behalf of the Cool Guy.
4. At the end of the quarter, the raffle will be drawn, and one student will receive a $25 
Visa cift card!
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